90    THE CHILD'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD

The idea of being " paid back in one's own coin >?
is common, and is supported by reference to the
deception of Isaac by Jacob, who in his turn was
deceived by his uncle Laban and his own sons. The
children do not seem to realise that two wrongs do
not make a right. They rather think that behind
it all is a kind of fatalism (of course, they do not call
it by that name) aided by Divine providence. ct He
would be punished," runs one statement, " by God,
if he did not repent. God would punish him by
making somebody tell lies to him, or about him."

uThe way I think God will pay anyone back,"
says a boy, " is to deceive them in some way or make
them unhappy. Jacob deceived his old father,
but he got deceived, for when he wanted Rachel he
was very sorry when he found he had married her
elder sister and he had to work seven more years to
marry Rachel." Or again,

" Jacob told a lie to his father and in time his own
children told a lie to Jacob."

The termination of the Second Commandment has
been a stumbling block to most Christians at some
time of their lives and it is not surprising to find
it mentioned by the children :

41 After this boy or girl who tells a lie is dead, their
descendants would grow and be punished for their
forefathers' sins, as it says in the Second Command-
ment, * and visit the sins of the fathers upon the
children. . . /

" As it is written in the Second Commandment,
God does not always punish the wrong-doer, but
some of his children, or grand-children, or even as
far down as his great-grand-children,"